King Collece
Bristol, Tennescsee 37620
July 21, 1963

Er, R¢ ¥¢ L. Liston

The Commission of Holston Presbytery
323 west +alnut Street

Johnson City, Tcuiessee 37691

Lear - ire Liston:

1 acknowled¢e with gratitude #recsbytery's cracious
act of appcinting a Comaission to counsel with me and your
comine from atlanta to talik with me as a father to his sona.
This I will always remember with deep aspreciation,

At this point in our discussion it may be helpful
to write this statement as a means of seekilng to identify those
matters which We should persue., First, let me say that I am
heartily willin¢ to compromise in matters of procedure and that
I want to do all in my power tc cause as little confusion and
disruption as possible., I have no more inteation of civing
publicity to this matter than I have of seeking bill-board
space on which to list the faults of my parents. I am willing
to withdraw the letter originally written for a letter of
transfer to some other body yet to be chosen, or I will reword
any part of the letter which may be misunderstood. The expression
"I.esrenounce", for example, has overtones which are not intended
and that language is used only because it is that of the Book of
Church Crder.

Je must, however, face the simple fact that there is
no possibility of my functicning further on Presbytery's Com-
mittees, Few candidates, for example, are likely to want to be
exunmined by one who will come to be known as "that heresy hunting
fundamentalist who kept out of the ministry.“ &y
precsence in “resbytery will be a source of embarassment to this
boy's ¢odly father, and the very fact that he is too much a
Christian gentleman to cver mention such a thiag is all the more
reason for not imposing upon him in such a way. Broken eccs
can seldom be reassembled,
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I judoe that it is hichly improbable that Presbytery
as a whole will ever understand that my letter was not a polemic
acainst this candidate or that I made every pos:ible effort to
see that he had the opportunity to have an unprejudiced examination
by Presbytery. without my being present.

and then there is the further fact that I have tried
(harder than may be evident) to be a cooperative and peaceful
presbyter and that I have not succeeded, I came to the juncture
where the alternutives in Presbytery were to compromise about
some of the most basic Jootrines of the Christian Church or to
start a fight which would have been disruptive in a major way
and 1 found neither of these to be acceptable.

My basic decision, pased on a much larger picture
than the immediate occasion oi the letter, was made in acony
before cod (I am not trying to gound pious) and is not subject
to any ~asgic compronise or necotiation, In other matters, I am
willing, as indicated above, to follow the succestions of the
Comaission.

I am much concerned that we make certain that this
candidate is not blamed for what he has not done--I was more
troubled by the casual reception of his answers ti:an by the
fact that a student with an exploring mind is sceking to think-
through" what he belicves, and I am fa more concerned about
the larger picture (The 1968 assembly was unwilling to take a
clear stand about situation ethics) than about the local affairs
in iiolston ’lresbyterye.

4ith thankfulness for this additional kindness to
me and with all Christian wishes, I remain

~sffectionately yours,

Ceorge . Anaerson



